
Rn and Cn



Real Numbers

Notation: R

R denotes the field of real numbers.

Some nonconstant polynomials with real coefficients have no real
zeros. Example: the equation

x2 + 1 = 0

has no real solutions.

Thus we invent a solution, called i, with the property that i2 = −1.
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Complex Numbers

Definition: complex numbers

A complex number is an ordered pair (a, b), where a, b ∈ R, but
we will write this as a + bi.

The set of all complex numbers is denoted by C:

C = {a + bi : a, b ∈ R}.

Addition and multiplication on C are defined by

(a + bi) + (c + di) = (a + c) + (b + d)i,

(a + bi)(c + di) = (ac− bd) + (ad + bc)i.

If a ∈ R, we identify a + 0i with the real number a. Thus we think of R
as a subset of C. We also usually write 0 + bi as just bi, and we usually
write 0 + 1i as just i. The definition of multiplication shows that i2 = −1.
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Properties of Complex Arithmetic

commutativity
α+ β = β + α and αβ = βα for all α, β ∈ C;

associativity
(α+ β) + λ = α+ (β + λ) and (αβ)λ = α(βλ) for all α, β, λ ∈ C;
identities
λ+ 0 = λ and λ1 = λ for all λ ∈ C;
additive inverse
for every α ∈ C, there exists a unique β ∈ C such that α+ β = 0;
multiplicative inverse
for every α ∈ C with α 6= 0, there exists a unique β ∈ C such that
αβ = 1;
distributive property
λ(α+ β) = λα+ λβ for all λ, α, β ∈ C.
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Notation: F

F denotes either R or C.

Elements of F are sometimes called scalars, which is just a fancy word
for numbers.
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R2 and R3

Definition: R2 and R3

The set R2, which you can think of as a plane, is the set of all
ordered pairs of real numbers:

R2 = {(x, y) : x, y ∈ R}.

The set R3, which you can think of as ordinary space, is the set
of all ordered triples of real numbers:

R3 = {(x, y, z) : x, y, z ∈ R}.
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Lists
Fix a positive integer n.

Definition: list, length

A list of length n is an ordered collection of n numbers separated by
commas and surrounded by parentheses.

Example: (7, 3) is a list of length 2. Thus (7, 3) ∈ R2.

Example: (5, 9,−2) is a list of length 3. Thus (5, 9,−2) ∈ R3.

A list of length n looks like this:
(x1, . . . , xn).

Two lists are equal if and only if they have the same length and the
same elements in the same order.
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Fn

Definition: Fn

Fn is the set of all lists of length n of elements of F:

Fn = {(x1, . . . , xn) : xj ∈ F for j = 1, . . . , n}.

Example: R4 is the set of all lists of four real numbers:

R4 = {(x, y, z,w) : x, y, z,w ∈ R}.

Example: C4 is the set of all lists of four complex numbers:

C4 = {(z1, z2, z3, z4) : z1, z2, z3, z4 ∈ C}.

Elements of Fn are often called points or vectors.
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Addition and Scalar Multiplication

Definition: addition in Fn

Addition in Fn is defined by adding corresponding coordinates:

(x1, . . . , xn) + (y1, . . . , yn) = (x1 + y1, . . . , xn + yn).

Example: (3, 4,−1,−2) + (5, 0, 6,−7) = (8, 4, 5,−9)

Definition: scalar multiplication in Fn

The product of a number λ ∈ F and a vector in Fn is computed by
multiplying each coordinate of the vector by λ:

λ(x1, . . . , xn) = (λx1, . . . , λxn).

Example: i(i, 2, 5 + i,−3i) = (−1, 2i,−1 + 5i, 3)
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Single Letters Can Denote Elements of Fn

Using a single letter to denote elements of Fn is often efficient.

Commutativity of addition in Fn

If x, y ∈ Fn, then x + y = y + x.

Definition: 0

Let 0 denote the list of length n whose coordinates are all 0:

0 = (0, . . . , 0).

Multiplication by 0

If x ∈ Fn, then 0x = 0.

The 0 above on the left is the number 0.
The 0 above on the right is the vector 0 in Fn.
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